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HOLIDAYS IN THE AMERICAN, JEWISH, AFRO-AMERICAN, AND MUSLIM TRADITION 

QUIZ QUESTIIONS

1. What is Kwanzaa?

2. What years have Hanukkah and Christmas fallen on the same day in the last century?

3. Why does the date for Christmas always stay the same, but the date for Hanukkah seems to jump around?

4. How long does Christmas last in the United States?

5. When and how did Christmas become an official government holiday in the United States?

6. What are the names of Santa's reindeer?

7. Which one of Santa's reindeer is a female?

8. Which day of the week does Christmas never fall on?

9. When did Christmas lights come about?

10. Who invented the Christmas card?

11. Was Santa Claus's suit always red?

12. What is the difference between Christmas and X-Mas?

13. What is Chrismukah?

14. What is a white elephant gift?

15. What is a secret Santa?

16. When do American's throw away their Christmas trees?

17. How do we say 'Merry Christmas' in Hawaii?

18. What is a white Christmas?

19. Where is Santa's workshop located?

20. How much do Americans spend on Christmas?

21. What are the names of some popular Christmas carols in the USA?

22. What is a menorah?

23. Are the holidays of Christmas and Hanukkah similar?

24. How long does Hanukkah last?

25. What is tinsel and what is it used for?

26. What is commercialism?

27. What is a kinara?

28. What food is served during a typical American Christmas dinner?

29. How do Americans celebrate Christmas?

30. Are real or artificial Christmas trees more popular in the USA and why?

31. What is Ramadan?

32. Why does the time of Ramadan "move forward" about 11 days every year.

33. Why do Muslims fast?

34. How does fasting help one to feel compassion for those who are less fortunate?

35. When do Muslim children receive gifts, money, and sweets?

HOLIDAYS IN THE AMERICAN, JEWISH AND AFRO-AMERICAN TRADITION

TEACHERS’ NOTES

The material provided can be used in different ways depending on how much work you want to assign to your students. The suggested activities can also be assigned one after the other so that activity 1 is assigned for homework and activity 2 is done later in class as follow up.

Activity 1.

Give the quiz questions worksheet to the students and ask them to find out the answers as homework assignment. Encourage them to use the internet and other sources.

Activity 2.

Give students the worksheet with the quiz questions and the answer with the quiz answers. Ask them to read through both worksheets and match questions and answers.

Questions and answers:

1. What is Kwanzaa?

Kwanzaa is a week long holiday created in 1966 and celebrated around Christmas time, for the purpose of giving African Americans an opportunity to celebrate African Heritage and as an alternative to customary Christmas celebrations. 

2. What years have Hanukkah and Christmas fallen on the same day in the last century?

The first night of Hanukkah has fallen on December 25 only four times in the last century: in 1918, 1921, 1959 and 2005 

3. Why does the date for Christmas always stay the same, but the date for Hanukkah seems to jump around?

Because there are TWO calendars - the Jewish calendar is a lunar-based calendar while the “regular” or Gregorian calendar is a solar-based calendar. 

While the “regular” calendar has a leap year once every four years where an extra day is added to February, the Jewish calendar sometimes needs to add an extra leap month. Basically, the Jewish calendar is based on a 19year cycle rather than the “regular” calendar’s 4year cycle.

4. How long does Christmas last in the United States?

One day - December 25th.

5. When and how did Christmas become an official government holiday in the United States?

President Ulysses S. Grant declared Christmas a legal holiday in 1870. 

6. What are the names of Santa's reindeer?

Dasher, Dancer, Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner, Blitzen, and Rudolph

7. Which one of Santa's reindeer is a female?

If you go by the names, then Vixen would be the female. If you go by zoology, then ALL of Santa's reindeer would be female since male reindeer lose their antlers in the November to early December timeframe while female reindeer don't lose their antlers until January! 

8. Which day of the week does Christmas never fall on?

None.

9. When did Christmas lights come about?

In 1882 Edward Johnson (a friend of Thomas Edison who invented the world's first practical light bulb in 1879) electrically lit a Christmas tree for the first time. The tree was in the parlor of Johnson's New York City home, located in the first section of that city to be wired for electricity.

10. Who invented the Christmas card?

The first Christmas card was printed in London, England in 1843. A product of the imagination of an artist named John Horsley. 

11. Was Santa Claus's suit always red?

Coca-Cola ads popularized red as the color of Santa's suit; he was often depicted in green, though also in red, brown, and white. Green was the traditional color of the British Father Christmas.

12. What is the difference between Christmas and X-Mas?

None. 'Xmas' is the abbreviation for Christmas and it is of Greek origin. The word for Christ in Greek is Xristos. During the 16th century, Europeans began using the first initial of Christ's name, "X" in place of the word Christ in Christmas as a shorthand form of the word.

13. What is Chrismukah?

A fictional pop-culture holiday referring to the merging of the holidays of Christianity's Christmas and Judaism's Hanukkah as celebrated in interfaith households where one parent may be of Christian heritage and another parent of Jewish heritage.

14. What is a white elephant gift?

Basically, this is a gift you have no use for. The name Comes from a practice of emperors giving sacred white elephants to aristocrats they did not like. You could not, kill, give away, or sell the sacred white elephant. But you had to feed and care for it.

15. What is a secret Santa?

A "Secret Santa" comes from a gift-exchange when names are picked blindly and you end up receiving a gift without knowing who it came from. SURPRISE !!!..I'm YOUR SECRET SANTA....is finally revealed by the person that picked your name. 

16. When do American's throw away their Christmas trees?

Usually, most Americans get rid of the tree around New Years.

17. How do we say 'Merry Christmas' in Hawaii?

Mele Kalikimaka 

18. What is a white Christmas?

A white Christmas is when it snows on Christmas or the night before and everything is covered with snow. It's also a song by Irving Berlin.

19. Where is Santa's workshop located?

At the North Pole.

20. How much do Americans spend on Christmas?

About 1000 dollars per family.

21. What are the names of some popular Christmas carols in the USA?

Silent Night, O Come All Ye Faithful, Drummer Boy, It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, Here Comes Santa Claus, Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, Frosty the Snowman, Away in a Manger (there are more)

22. What is a menorah?

With relation to the holidays, it’s an eight-branched candle-holder lit during the eight-day holiday of Hanukkah. The ninth holder, called the shamash ("helper or servant"), is for a candle used to light all other candles.

23. Are the holidays of Christmas and Hanukkah similar?

The only real similarities between Christmas and Hanukkah are that they are both (typically) in December and gifts are exchanged. The stories behind Hanukkah and Christmas are completely unrelated.

24. How long does Hanukkah last?

8 days. 

25. What is tinsel and what is it used for?

A silver metallic Christmas decoration. Nowadays it is typically made of plastic, and used particularly to decorate Christmas trees. 

26. What is commercialism?

Basically, it refers to turning everything into objects and services sold for the purpose of generating profit.

27. What is a kinara?

The candle holder used in Kwanzaa celebrations in the United States. During the week-long celebration of Kwanzaa, seven candles are placed in the kinara - three red on the left, three green on the right, and a single black candle in the center.

28. What food is served during a typical American Christmas dinner?

Cranberry sauce, turkey, stuffing, corn, squash, green beans, pumpkin pie, sugar cookies, fruitcake are common.

29. How do Americans celebrate Christmas?

A traditional Christmas celebration would include a Christmas tree with lights and ornaments, and often other decorations such as a wreath or outdoor lights. Christmas is the major retail holiday, and many families have large numbers of brightly wrapped gifts under the tree. On Christmas Eve, "Santa Claus" visits after the small children are in bed, leaving gifts for them. Often he will fill stockings hung by the fireplace with candy and toys. Usually there's a large family dinner on Christmas Day.

30. Are real or artificial Christmas trees more popular in the USA and why?

According to the National Christmas Tree Association reports that artificial trees are more popular than live trees. Artificial trees are more convenient - no needles to clean up.

31. What is Ramadan?

The ninth month of the Islamic calendar. Muslims refrain from eating, drinking and sexual relations from dawn until sunset. They ask forgiveness for past sins, pray for guidance and help in refraining from everyday evils, and try to purify themselves through self-restraint and good deeds.

32. Why does the time of Ramadan "move forward" about 11 days every year.

Muslims use a lunar calendar for many of their religious observances and  a lunar year is about 11 days shorter than a typical Gregorian year.

33. Why do Muslims fast?

To feel compassion for those who are less fortunate, to exercise self-control, and to develop a greater sense of spirituality.

34. How does fasting help one to feel compassion for those who are less fortunate?

It makes people feel greater appreciation for what they have as a result of feeling hunger and thirst.

35. When do Muslim children receive gifts, money, and sweets?

After the end of Ramadan, during the very festive and joyous holiday called Eid al-Fitr
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