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While today Florida is famous for its citrus industry, that was not always the case. A hundred years ago the heavy rains and cold weather was a problem for orange growers. The fruit could not stand the “cold snaps” that come from the north. Lue Gim Gong was able to create a heartier orange by grafting a Florida orange onto a southern European orange. 


Born in Canton, China, to a family of farmers, Lue Gim Gong, was interested in America and the opportunities that lay across the Pacific Ocean. After his uncle returned from America when Lue was 12, the boy pleaded with his parents to let him return with his uncle to America. His parents agreed, giving him a bolt of silk to sell when he arrived. He also brought with him a great deal of knowledge about plants and grafting that he had learned from his mother. He lived in a heavily Chinese-populated area in San Francisco until the age 16 when he moved to Massachusetts, to work at a shoe factory. At this factory, Lue met Fannie Burlingame, who taught him English in Sunday School class. When she learned of his skill with plants, she asked him to tend their garden. Unfortunately, he contracted tuberculosis and decided to return to China to die, but to everyone’s amazement, he recovered. 


At the request of Fanny’s family, who now owned land in Florida, Lue returned to the U.S. to help them grow oranges. He used his knowledge of grafting
 to create a new orange that was still sweet and juicy but could withstand the cold. In 1911, his oranges were awarded a medal. The "Lue Gim Gong" variety is still grown in Florida, but is sold under the general name "Valencia."


Upon Fanny’s death, Lue inherited Fanny’s land and continued to grow his new oranges. He also worked with grapefruits, currants, and peaches and, until his death, he tried to develop new kinds of each of these fruits. He was able to develop an apple that ripened a month earlier than other varieties and a tomato plant that grew in clusters. 

QUIZ : Florida's Citrus Wizard
Directions: Choose the best answer to the following questions based on the story of  Lue Gim Gong.
1. Where was Lue Gim Gong from? 


a) America   
 b) Japan    
c) China 
   d) California 

2. Why was Fanny so important in Lue Gim Gong’s life? 


a) She helped him travel to and from China. 

b) She helped him create a new orange. 


c) She owned land in Florida. 


d) She taught him how to speak English. 

3. Why did Lue Gim go back to China? 


a) He had to study about plants. 
b) He had tuberculosis. 


c) His mother was sick. 

d) The weather in Florida was too cold. 

4. How was Lue Gim able to move to Florida? 

a) He bought land in Florida. 

b) His mother had land in Florida. 

c) He inherited Fanny’s land in Florida. 
d) He got a job working for a company in Florida. 

5. What does the word “heartier” mean? 

a) thinner
  b) stronger  
c) weaker 
 d) taller 

6. Why was Lue Gim Gong’s new orange so important to Florida’s orange growers? 


a) Growers wouldn’t lose oranges to the cold. 


b) Growers could charge more for the new oranges. 


c) Growers would have to move their orange trees to the south. 


d) Growers wouldn’t have to sell the old oranges anymore. 

7. What technique did Lue Gim Gong use to create the new orange? 

a) splitting 



  
b) grafting   
c) creating   
d) cloning 

8. Name another invention and its inventor:
_________________________________________________________________________
Florida's Citrus Wizard
Activities and suggestions to the teacher: 

1. Before reading the text, ask students what inventors and inventions they know of. Many of the things around us were invented by people from other cultures. You may want to do a little research on this subject. (I recently spoke with a 15 year old student who was convinced that the automobile was invented in Japan).
2. Bring in some citrus fruit to class. Tell students that one person invented a new type of orange for Florida – the frost resistant orange. 

3. Read aloud or have a shared reading. You can do the quiz at this time or give it as homework.
4. Discuss with students what Lue Gim Gong might have had to go through at first when he moved to America. Is it tough to be an immigrant? Does anybody have immigrants in their family? Etc.

5. Have a citrus tasting party! (it can get a little messy so maybe provide paper towels) Have students peal and taste each type of fruit and write down adjectives that describe how each one tastes. 










� Grafting: 


a. To unite (a shoot or bud) with another growing plant by insertion or by placing in 


close contact. 


b. To join (a plant or plants) by such union. 
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