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TEEN ENGLISH

TEENAGERS BY MY CHEMICAL ROMANCE

Ex. 1. Vocabulary

Check with a friend if you know the words below:

clean up your looks
lies
citizen
gun
son
watch

drugs
give you a smirk
keeping you clean
rip up
shreds
machine

scare
bleed
strike a violent pose
alone

clique
fit in
troubled and hurt
did

the living shit out of me
care less 
darken your clothes 

me



Ex. 2. Listening

Listen and stand up and sit down when you hear the words below.
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Ex.3. Listening

Read the lines below and see if you can put parts of the text that make sense together. Then listen to the song and arrange the lines in the right order.

The boys and girls in the clique

They could care less as long as someone'll bleed

And keep an eye on you, son

So darken your clothes or strike a violent pose

Maybe they'll leave you alone, but not me

So they can watch all the things you do 

Will make them pay for the things that they did

Because they sleep with a gun

Because the drugs never work

They're gonna clean up your looks


With all the lies in the books


To make a citizen out of you


They're gonna give you a smirk


'Cause they got methods of keeping you clean


Your aspirations to shreds


Another cog in the murder machine



They're gonna rip up your heads,

They said all teenagers scare the living shit out of me


So darken your clothes or strike a violent pose


Maybe they'll leave you alone, but not me



The awful names that they stick


You're never gonna fit in much, kid


They could care less as long as someone'll bleed

But if you're troubled and hurt


What you got under your shirt

They said all teenagers scare the living shit out of me
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Reviews

Ex.4. Reading

Read the four review below and find out:

- who has written it?

- do they like the song?

- what's their attitude?

- do you agree with them?

REVIEW 1.

get over it | Reviewer: baybmother | 10/4/10

I am a young 47 y/o mother of a 15 y/o boy , I love this song and i love MCR! I dont consider myself EMO and I dont know why you have to put a classification on everything either! Sooooo if I like MCR I am EMO? EMO is a lifestyle not a type of music and if you saw me I really doubt you would call me EMO! I love all good types of rock and roll! I am punk at heart! However, MCR reminds me of a punked up version of Queen! love u MCR! excellent in concert too! 

REVIEW 2.

kool | Reviewer: slipknot lover | 10/6/10

this song freakin roks i luv it even though its so short ii still roks i learned this song the first time i listined 2 it lol butits true i luv my chemical romance and the freakin lead singer is freakin hott weel enogh said 

REVIEW 3.

!!!!!!!!!!!!! | Reviewer: BoBigail | 7/25/08

I absolutely love this song!!! have done since the first time i heard it and i got my friends lovin it too. I dont think it's emo at all! anyway, no one really knows what the word "emo" means. Why make up or use a word to describe depressed people who wear black - thats just completely pointless. It doesnt actually tell you anything about a person all it does is encourage stereotyping. What human being has never in their whole life worn a black item of clothing and felt down! I might occasionally go OTT with eyeliner, does that make me an emo??? I think not.

REVIEW 4.

Bill | Reviewer: Anonymous | 6/25/08

what really fucks me off is you people all like 'ooh, i'm so depressed and i want to tell the whole world' or 'i dont like being called emo, just because i hate myself etc.' You're gonna learn one day that the world just doesnt care, maybe you should stop bitching about it and try to do something about this problem. 
MCR rocks btw :D

Ex.5. Vocabulary and Grammar

Read the reviews again and underline any examples of teen speak, and examples of not so correct English.

Ex.6. Writing

Write your own review of the song. 
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Teachers' Notes

This is a set of materials that you can explore at a number of levels. They will most likely be fun, and give you the opportunity to work on the language (BTW don’t be afraid of the 'language'). You can also get into deeper discussions with your students about what its like to be a teenager, how they feel, what they believe etc.

1. Use ex.1. and 2. as a way of introducing vocabulary and the song.

2. It's best to use ex.3. in the form of cut outs that students put on the table and see if they manage to put them into the right order as they listen. If not use the worksheet for Ex.3.

3. For reviews exercises you may find the following useful (it may turn out that your students know more about teen language than you do!):

y/o = years old

lol = lauging out loud

OTT = over the top

Lyrics:

They're gonna clean up your looks
With all the lies in the books
To make a citizen out of you
Because they sleep with a gun
And keep an eye on you, son
So they can watch all the things you do

Because the drugs never work
They're gonna give you a smirk
'Cause they got methods of keeping you clean
They're gonna rip up your heads,
Your aspirations to shreds
Another cog in the murder machine

They said all teenagers scare the living shit out of me
They could care less as long as someone'll bleed
So darken your clothes or strike a violent pose
Maybe they'll leave you alone, but not me

The boys and girls in the clique
The awful names that they stick
You're never gonna fit in much, kid
But if you're troubled and hurt
What you got under your shirt
Will make them pay for the things that they did

They said all teenagers scare the living shit out of me
They could care less as long as someone'll bleed
So darken your clothes or strike a violent pose
Maybe they'll leave you alone, but not me
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